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Have you ever been asked to participate in a 

Bureau of Labor Statistics Survey? Please Do!

2



Consumer Sentiment Has Dropped
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Real Consumer Spending Has 

Flattened in the Last Six Months
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Tariffs Are Generationally High
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Employment shrank by -19,900 jobs (or -1.6%) from 

August 2024 to August 2025
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Unemployment is 

increasing

• Portland MSA increased 

from 4.0% to 4.7%

• Oregon increased 4.2% to 

5.0%

• US slightly increased 4.2% 

to 4.3%
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Portland’s Labor Market
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23% of the workforce is expected to retire in the next 10 years



Portland MSA’s Power 

Generation and Supply Industry
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Portland MSA Energy Utilities Supply A Large 

Chunk of Employment and Wages
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages



Portland MSA Power Generation and Supply Wages Tend 

to Be Higher than Utilities and All Industry Wages
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages



Portland’s Utilities Workforce
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25% of the 

utilities workforce 

is expected 

to retire in the 

next 10 years
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Portland MSA 

Doesn’t Have 

Strong 

Concentration of 

Utilities Workers
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

Occupational Employment and Wage 

Survey



Portland MSA Power Generation and Supply Wages Tend 

to Be Higher than Utilities and All Industry Wages
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, 

Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages



Jake Procino, Workforce Analyst/Economist 

for the Portland Area
Jake.D.Procino@employ.oregon.gov  

 

Get the latest workforce and economic research delivered to your inbox!

Sign up at https://www.qualityinfo.org/p-sofrm/ 

Join the conversation:
Twitter @OED_Research
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